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. SEEDS
Session 1 - Steps to Success

Farm Alphabet Book, Jane Miller

Preparation

+ Become familiar with the book by reading it.

» Review the story questions.

« Review the Vocabulary Word Cards - farm, animals, farmer.

« Read the Steps to Success session cards.

« You will need Vocabulary Word Cards, lower case letters, Farm Animals.

Introduction of Book

o Show the children the cover of the book and point to the apple and ask the children to describe it.

Tell the children that apples grow on trees. Ask the children if they have ever eaten an apple.
o Identify the title of the book, and the author of the book. '

Reading Aloud

o Tell the children that you will be reading a story about animals that live on a farm and other
objects from a farm. Tell them that a farm is where many animals live and where people
have gardens. The man who takes care of the farm is called a farmer. A farmer takes care of the
animals and they grow fruits and vegetables. They plant the seeds, grow the vegetables, and
feed the animals. |
« While introducing the book, show the Vocabulary Word Cards - farm, animals, farmer. Give a
child-friendly definition for each word. Point to and say each word.
« Read the book from the page beginning with the letter A and read through the page with the
letter N. While reading, match the Vocabulary Word Cards to the pictures.
« While reading the book, ask the following questions:
- Where were the pictures in the book taken? (on a farm).
- What is the largest and the strongest animal on the farm? (bull)
- What is a young horse called? (foal)
- What is a baby cat called? (kitten)
- What type of animal builds a nest? (birds)
- Why do birds build nests? (to lay their eggs)

After Reading
« After reading the book, ask the following questions:

- What were some of the animals that we saw and heard about in the book? (bull, calf, donkey,
foal, goat, hen, kitten, lamb, mouse, birds)

- What farm animals have you seen?

- What does the farmer do? (take care of the animals and take care of the plants)
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Conversations and Vocabulary Development

Activity 1

Activity 2

Select several lower case letters of the alphabet. (b, ¢, d, g, h) Ask the children to identify
each letter and say the sound the letter makes. Asyou point to the letters, ask the children
to think of animals that begin with the letter you are pointing to.-Continue with the
letters, 1, m, p, r z.

Place all of the lower case letters on the table. Randomly go through the book and point
to lower case letters in the book. Ask the children to identify the letters and say the sound
they make. Ask them to match the lower case letters with the letters in the book.

Conversations and Language Enhancement

Activity 1

Activity 2

Activity 3

Activity 4

Place the Farm Animals cards on the table. Point to and name each of the animals - bull,
donkey, foal, goat, lamb, pig, rabbit, and swan. Say the Farm Animals chant with the
children. Each time you say the chant, encourage one child to select one of the animals
and describe the animal.
Farm Animals
Down on the farm, what do you see?
I see a (name of animal) looking at me. (child describes the animal)

Place the following letters of the alphabet on the table - a, b, ¢, p, s, t. Tell the children
that there are many foods that are grown on the farm. Name the foods that are listed
below and ask the children to find the letter that each food begins with.

Foods: apple, beans, berries, corn, carrots, cabbage, peas, peppers, strawberries,
tomatoes

Ask the children to look through the book for the letters mentioned in the Alphabet
Farm chant - a, z, g, p, t, V. Say the sound of each letter as you read through the poem.
Point to the letters as you say the chant.

Alphabet Farm
On the alphabet farm there is so much to see,
From apples with a, to zippers with a z.
The g family of goats and the p family of pigs.
Don't forget, the t tractor that pulls the machines that dig.
Yummy are the vegetables that start with'a v.

Ask the children to clap for each sound the following words make.

One Syllable Two Syllable Three Syllable
bull apple umbrella

calf donkey vegetables
eggs kitten animals

foal rabbit alphabet

goat tractor

hen farmer

lamb zipper
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: SEEDS
Session 2 - Steps to Success

Farm Alphabet Book, Jane Miller

Preparation

o Become familiar with the book by reading it.

o Review the story questions.

o+ Review the Vocabulary Word Cards - farm, animals, farmer

+ Read the Steps to Success session cards.

« You will need Vocabulary Word Cards, lower case letters, Farm Animals.

Introduction of Book

o Ask the children to tell you what the book is about. Ask them to identify some of the farm

animals in the book.
o Identify the title of the book, and the author of the book.

Reading Aloud
« Ask the children to describe a farm. What does the farmer do?
o Show the children each of the Vocabulary Word Cards and ask them to read the cards.
o Begin reading the page with the letter O and read the remainder of the book. While reading,
match the Vocabulary Word Cards to the pictures in the book.
« While reading the book, ask the following questions:
- What is an orchard? (a group of trees that grow fruit)
- What vehicle works on a farm and pulls machines? (tractor)
- What vegetables are grown on a farm?
- Why do spiders spin webs? (to catch insects to eat)
- What color is the yolk of an egg? (yellow)

After Reading

+ After reading the book, ask the following questions:
- Have you ever been on a farm? What did you see?
- What are your favorite farm animals?

Conversations and Vocabulary Development

Activity 1 ~ Have each child pick their favorite picture from the book. Ask the child to pick out one
object in the picture and describe the object in the picture to the other children. See if the
students can guess the object from the description that the child gives. An example
would be, “Birds build something out of grass, twigs, and straw. Birds lay their eggs in it.
What is it?” :

Activity2  Ask the children to select one of the farm animals from the Farm Animals cards. Ask
them to make up a story about the selected animals. Give the children clues and ideas

if needed to complete their story.



Conversations and Language Enhancement

Activity 1

Activity 2

Activity 3

Activity 4

Play the I Am Thinking game with the children. Place the lower case letters on the table.
Ask the children to point to the letters after listening to the following clues:

I Am Thinking about how wild rabbits live in burrows under the ground. What letter
does the word rabbit begin with?

I Am Thinking that a kitten is a baby cat. What letter does the word kitten begin with?

I Am Thinking that a baby horse is called a foal. What letter does the word horse begin
with?

I Am Thinking that donkeys like to graze in the field and eat the grass. What letter does
the word donkey begin with?

I Am Thinking that a farmer takes care of all of the animals on the farm. What letter does
the word farmer begin with?

Tell the children that in the book there were many farm animals. Sometimes we saw one
animal, and sometimes we saw many animals. Tell them that we add the letter s to a word
when there is more than one. Say the following sentences and pause to allow the children
to fill in the blank with the appropriate plural word.

o I see one big, strong bull. If there were two, we would say . (bulls)

o [ see one kitten sleeping in the sun. If I see two , they will be having lots of fun.
(kittens)

« I see one goat eating the grass. When I see two , they will make me laugh.
(goats)

Tell the children you are going to say some sentences about information in the book. Tell
them to think of rhyming words. Read each of the following sentences and ask the
children to identify the appropriate rhyming words.

« The daddy bull said to the baby calf, “You make me so happy, that I just want to
. “ (laugh)
o The mother horse asked her young foal, “Would you like to go down by the pond for
a 27 (stroll)
« The father cat said to his kitten, “It’s getting cold, let me put on a ” (mitten)

Remind the children that the book was about animals that live on a farm. Give each
child a topic and ask him/her to make up a full sentence describing the topic. If the child
has difficulty, prompt by giving clues or say a sentence and ask the child to repeat the
sentence.

Story Starter 1 Pretend your are a farmer. What would you do?

Story Starter 2 Pretend you live on a farm. What kinds of animals would you have
on your farm?

Story Starter 3 Pretend you live on a farm. You want to plant a garden to grow fruits
and vegetables. What would you plant?
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