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	America's Funniest Office Video Party.  Find a volunteer to bring in their video camera to take candid video footage of your company's United Way giving activities.  Schedule a short meeting in a conference room to show the video to your employees. Sell tickets, soda and popcorn and donate the proceeds to your United Way campaign. If the video is a hit, raffle off a copy or sell duplicates. (It makes a great holiday gift.)  Plus, it can be shown at United Way events and further promote how your company is helping the community.

	Bakery Cart - Wheel a cart of bagels, doughnuts, Danishes, coffee and juice through the office, collecting United Way donations in exchange for the goodies. 

	Best Photo Contest - Employees submit photographs taken at campaign and celebration events. Photos are displayed on a bulletin board and judged by committee, with the best photo receiving prizes such as a new camera, free film developing, photo album, camera carrying case and film. 

	Boss Cooks for You - Have a special breakfast at which top managers cook for all donors. 

	Buck Coupons - Give everyone who attends campaign meetings a buck coupon that can be redeemed in the company cafeteria or company store. 

	Buttons - Give all who donate a button stating, “ I gave to United Way.” 

	Children’s Drawing Contest

	Department Penny Jar – Each department is designated a jar. Employees are encouraged to fill their own department’s jar with pennies, each equaling one point. Opposing departments may then add other  coins to their jars that are equal to their value only negative (ex: A dime is minus 10 points). The department with the most positive points at the end of the week is awarded a prize. 

	Dress-up the Boss - Boss wears a costume voted on by all employees if the campaign goal is reached. Examples: tutu, animal costume, devil costume, etc. 

	Easter Egg Raffle - Fill plastic Easter eggs with raffle numbers. People buy eggs or “chances” for springtime prizes such as Easter lilies and gift baskets. 

	Food Fight - Divide into two or more teams and elect captains. Team members collect money and turn in to captain. Team raising the most money is awarded a pizza/sub party, which they may verbally throw into their competitor’s faces. 

	Garage Sale - Find a volunteer willing to loan garage space or use work site after hours. Two or three weeks before the sale, employees bring in sale items which volunteers price and sell day of event. Advertise within the company and outer community. 

	Give employees “official photographs” of one or two top executives to take home for their children to draw. Or, children can draw what “helping others,” what “hope” or what another theme means to them. Contest is limited to children under 12 who are related to any employee. There is a $5.00 entry fee. Employees vote for best drawing. Give prizes to all participants and display winning portraits during campaign time.

	Golf Ball Sales - Collect old golf balls to clean and shine. Employees purchase golf balls (5 for $1.00) during lunch or breaks. 

	Guess How Many - Guess the number of jellybeans, M&Ms, pennies or other items in a jar. Buy chances to guess. Closest guess receives a prize. 

	Host an International Lunch – Have employees bring ethnic dishes for a potluck. Charge $5 per plate. 

	In Bad taste – Executive team members wear their ugliest ties, jewelry, shoes or hats. Employees vote for the ugliest item, paying $1 per vote. The executive with the most votes at day’s end is declared the winner and may be awarded a prize. 

	Jail And Bail - Hold in correlation with an employee picnic or carnival. Have a “Catch and Cuff ‘Em” Jail booth where employees pay to have co-workers, supervisors, managers or executives incarcerated for short periods during the event. 

	Just Desserts - Campaign committee furnishes the main dish but sells desserts for $1.50 more with proceeds going to United Way. 

	Karaoke Contest - Hold a contest to determine who has the best and worst karaoke talent. Coworkers may buy votes ahead of time to elect the “Star of the Show” who will sing the first song. Charge an entrance fee for the show. 

	Kiss the Pig – Employees vote through contributions to executive labeled piggy banks for the boss who must kiss the pig. 

	Look-A-Like Contest – Employees are encouraged to dress up like famous personalities. Co-workers then pay to vote on the best costume with the contestant receiving the most votes winning a prize. 

	Recycled Goods - Turn in recycled paper, cans, bottles, etc. and exchange them for money for the United Way. 

	Silent Auction - Simply gather items and create bid sheets, being certain to provide a minimum bid for each item. 

	Slogan Contest - Employees develop in-house campaign slogans/themes. The committee picks the top ten, which are then voted on by the entire company, the winner receiving an award. 

	Spaghetti Dinner - Host spaghetti feed and charge for each bowl. 

	Team Tees - Design a T-shirt with your company logo joined with the United Way logo to give to contributing employees who “team up” in the United Way effort. 

	Theme Lunches - Add fun to campaign week by hosting a theme lunch such as 50s, 60s, 70s, or 80s, holiday themes, TV shows, sports, Renaissance, etc. 

	Tourney Time - Hold a broomball, softball, tee-ball, kickball, racquetball, tennis, walleyball or ping-pong tournament. 

	Traveling Trophy – Companies with multiple locations have found that using a traveling trophy generates friendly competition and is a great sign of pride for the location. Trophies may be used for any number of contests including location with the highest participation, raising the most special event dollars, etc. 

	Tug-of-War – have an interdepartmental competition. Each team pays a fee for entry with the winning team winning a prize. 

	Wall of Fame - Put pictures on a wall recognizing employees who have been contributing for the most consecutive years. 

	Wild West - Employees dress in cowboy/cowgirl attire. Works well with a BBQ or chili cook-off. 
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